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Banners, Flags, Ensigns and Standards are devices which are very ancient indeed. Functionally  
the terms are nearly interchangeable. they were originally used in military situations as a means of 
identification, a rallying point, a means of organising military units. The Chinese Manchu army was 
organised under a hierarchical system of banners. There are Biblical references to banners 
amongst the ancient Israelites. In Britain and Europe armies fought under banners which would 
usually bear the personal arms of the leader.

We are used to the cloth standard hung from a horizontal crosspiece attached to a vertical pole as 
is the case here. However in the past, design has varied. For instance the use of simple vertical 
poles surmounted by ornaments such as suns or serpents. Today broad banners carried between 
two poles are also common.

In the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries banners were adopted for identification, solidarity and to 
proclaim beliefs by nonmilitary organisations which have a marching tradition. This include Trades 
Union,Friendly Societies, Temperance Groups, Orange Orders, Women’s, and Peace 
Organisations, Political Parties and organisations such as Churches, Chapels, and Sunday 
Schools.

In Freemasonry banners have been important as a means of identification and demonstration of 
solidarity with Lodges and other Masonic units since the Eighteenth Century. In this Order Banners 
and Standards are used in Grand College and carried in front of the Rulers on official visits. 
Banners are sometimes an integral part of the ritual. Examples of which can be found in Royal 
Arch, Knight Templar and Red Cross of Constantine.

The word “banner” is derived from the Old French “Banere”, from the Latin “Bandum” which is 
cognate with “Band” (to tie together, to have  a moral obligation). Incidentally “abandon” literally to 
break with such a moral tie. “Banns” of marriage have the  same derivation.



Tabernacle banners are recent introduction after Grand College received requests. There is one 
universal design; the only distinguishing feature being the name and number of the tabernacle at 
the bottom. There are also District banners  of a different design.

Turning to this splendid banner. There are several features which deserve consideration. Firstly the 
seven pillars are depicted with the proper colour sequence: Green, Light Blue, Grey, Dark Blue, 
Red, Black and Gold. They are arranged as an equilateral triangle. The importance of and 
symbolical significance of the triangle, the  numbers 3 and 7 are of enormous importance in our 
Order and are explained in our ritual, particularly in the explanation of the central pillar during the 
ceremony of admission and I will therefore not dilate on them further at this stage.

Very prominent are the two seals or logos in the centre. That of the Knight Templar Priests is 
dominated by the image of the Mitre, such an integral part of our order. The image of the mitre is 
an old one. Our version seems to have 2 connections. One is to the military headgear worn by 
English soldiers in the 18th Century. The other is of course the connection to ecclesiastical 
headgear worn by bishops in the Christian Church. This incidentally is very ancient indeed, going  
back to priestly wear in ancient Egypt. 
The logo of the Order of Holy Wisdom contains the lit lamp, referring to the Light of the World. The 
two are joined by a single link, signifying the indissoluble link between the orders.
Both seals are included within a geometric form called a “vesica piscis”. This is a figure produced 
by two overlapping circles of equal radius. It has interesting mathematical properties, and from the 

point of view of our order, is the basis for the simplest way of generating equilateral triangles armed 
with only a straight edge and compass. It is also a very important and ancient symbol. It originally 
was associated with the goddess Venus and later  associated with Mary, often having Christ 
depicted within. Eventually wholly adopted by Christians to represent Christ with the fish symbol as 
Ichthos and appears as a sort of graffiti at ancient Christian sites. It is found all over churches  in 
the decoration, stained glass and stonework, and is the basis of the modern fish logo seen on lapel 
badges, windscreens etc. Seals of Eccliastical organisations are often within a vesica piscis. Our 
Order’s is no exception.
 



The background colour is royal purple. A colour worn by rulers in the ancient world. In the context 
of our Order it can  be taken as referring to “Christ the King”, celebrated as the last great feast of 
the Christian year. It also is a reference  to that original and great biblical Priest-King Melchizadek. 
So important to our order and, like the seals, indissolubly linked in the Word of the Order.
The hanging cords and tassels on each sideb are a reminder of, and link with the regalia of the 
Order of Holy Wisdom: The Cordelia.

It has been a great privilege to speak to the banner and an enormous pleasure to present it to the 
Tabernacle. I would like to thank Jim Stoves and all the management of the Downham Market  
Masonic Hall. They are always welcoming, helpful and supportive to us and they have allowed us 
to have a splendid place to hang it on permanent display. 
It is good to highlight once again the name of St Winnold, so important to Downham Market 
masonry. It might be pertinent to say something about him at this stage. St Winnold’s name is 
mostly associated with the fair held in Downham Market on the saint’s day’ March 3rd. This 
originated as a horse fair held on fields between Wereham and Boughton but later migrated into 
the town; reaching it's apogee at the time of the First World War. The saint himself curiously had 
nothing to do with horses but was a Breton born in 460ad, becoming a hermit and founding and 
becoming abbot of a monastery. His name was originally Winwaloe later anglicised to Winnold. 
The monks later fled following Viking attack taking their founders remains with them. These relics 
later gained cult status spreading widely with religious foundations largely in Cornwall, Wales and 
in East Anglia. Principally for our purpose a priory at Wereham, the remains of which are now 
incorporated into Winnold House at Wereham where the horse fair began.
At our regular meetings the banner will be paraded in front of the high priest on entering and 
leaving the tabernacle. During the meeting it will be placed behind his chair. Between meetings it 
will be hung on display in it’s place of honour.


